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rolein decreasing the cost of housing and also it gave an
additional boom to construction.

But the discount was abolished by Tehran’s Municipdity

in June of this year, this increased the final cost of
construction and as aresult it created some concernsto

the applicants.

So it seems that besides the government which istrying to
control the house price through some policies, some other
entities can also make great contributionsin thisregard,

which are to be considered.

Deputy Minister of Road and Urban Development
explained:

Renovation of 265 thousand units by the end of this
year in Old City Fabric

Fars News Agency:

Stating that up to 1384 no financial support had been
made in the form of facilitiesin for people renovating
their housesin Old City Fabric, Deputy Minister of Road
and Urban Development said that some supports started
at the end of 1384, and up to the last year, 115 thousand
units have used such facilities and this figure will reach
150 thousand unitsin the current year.

The government (for ingtitutionalization) created the
parent company of professiond development and
improvement of urban Iran as the technical entity in the
fields of recovery, repairing old fabric parts, organizing and
empowerment of the informal settlements, Kianpour Majid
added.

The organization’s main aim has been to organize,
improve and renovate the old fabric of the city and to
promote it among the people and the municipalities.
Although in the beginning due to problems, the renova-
tion was slowed down, the program speeded up from the
beginning of the ninth and tenth government, especialy
when coincided with the beginning of the fifth develop-
ment plan, he stressed.

Kianpour pointing to the speed of the renovation process,
said that identifying the boundaries of old fabric in over
440 cities of 70 thousand hectares and 5,011 hectares of
old fabric since the beginning of the fourth government,
formulating rules and regulations and planning improve-
ments and renovation plans of 30 thousand hectares
within the old fabric are among the measures taken to
speed up the renovation process of old fabric.

The renovating program will cover 150 thousand unitesin
the current year, Deputy Minister of Roads and the Urban
Development reveal ed.

An Iranian professor was awarded the best scientific
paper of “American Society of Civil Engineers’
ISNA:

Iranian scholar and postdoctoral holder of “decision
management” from the faculty of “Design Engineering”
University of “Waterloo” Canada, won the best scientific
paper in 2011 from “American Society of Civil Engi-
neers’.

Dr. Saeed. Yousefi, faculty members of “project manage-
ment” a Tehran University Faculty of Architecture
presented his paper titled “attitude-based negotiation
methodology for the management of construction
disputes”. In the paper the concept of way of thinking is
combined with advanced modeling of negotiation engi-
neering in engineering projects. The paper was

assigned asthe best article by the American Society of
Civil Engineers because of innovative combining of
psychology in engineering science and the original
structure of the paper.

Yousefi was graduated in Civil Engineering, from Sharif
University of Technology and his Masters degree, in
“construction management”, PhD in “project
management” and postdoctoral in “management
decision” from the University of Waterloo, Canada, in
an interview with Iranian Students News Agency (ISNA)
said (about the research presented in his paper) that
nowadays, major construction projects areinvolved in
many disputes and conflicts, such problems leads to harm-
ful delayed exploitation of the projects.

Discussion in “project management” helps resolve

disputes and minimize the extent of these differences. It
not also saves considerable time and cost, but givesrise to
better cooperation for a better start of the project.
Yousefi as a member of the International Institute of
“project management” in Pennsylvania, U.S., stated that
his findings are the result of his seven years experience in
engineering and executive management in “Karun three
dam and power plant” which was one of the greatest
projects in Iran and applied projects in the cities of
Waterloo and Kichner and 20 projects in schools across
Toronto in Canada.
The findings of this paper were published in the «xASCE
journal of management in Engineering» journal in 2010.
During the past 159 years (the year when ASCE started
publishing), two Iranians have won the annual best paper
award of the «<ASCE».

The government was assigned to support the
establishment of trade unionsin the building sector;
the Parliament ratified

Mehr News Agency:

To form the labor market in building sector and to ease
and simplify the process for applicants, Ministry of Labor
and Social Affairswas required to support the establish-
ment of unionsin the building sector.

House of Representatives on Tuesday 29 November,

in line with continuous improvement of business
environment (Article 19) passed this bill.

Accordingly, the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs

in order to improve services, and the formation of the
labor market transparency, is required in the formation of
unionsin the building sector.

Services contractor s correspondence with the Ministry
of Finance and Economic Affairsand Social Security
Organization
Mehr News Agency:
Secretary General of the National Association of services
companies corresponded with the Ministry of Finance
and Economic Affairs, and Social Security Organizations
about theillegal nature of receiving a premium of 4%
VAT share from the unions.
Davood Javani criticized the performance of Socid
Security Organizations in how to get premium of 4
percent VAT of unions, and said that despite the explicit
law in thisregard and correspondences made with Tax
Affairs Organizations aswell as VAT Deputy about the
issue, some branches of Socia Security Organizations
practice against the law.

Accident insurance compulsory for buildings

ISNA:

Head of National Disaster Management Organization of
Iran said that it is being pursuit to make accident insurance
compulsory for all buildings and commercial offices.

We arefollowing to ratify the law for the citizens to pay
the annual insurance bills through one of the services
bills, and benefit from the fruits. Insurance is one of the
most important Social Security tools, and in previous
years our country has neglected the role of insurancein
disaster and crisis, and the lack of residential and
commercial insurance now is one of the problems, Hassan
Ghadami said in this regard.

He emphasized the need to culture the insurance accident
and said the government’s ability is not so great to rebuild
places devastated by the accident, and insurance can play
an important rolein this area.

All government agencies are required from the beginning
of 1391 to insure their buildings for accident insurance.
Low income people will benefit from free accident in
surance for their buildings

If final agreements are reached a part of the insurance bill
of this group of people will be paid by National Disaster
Management Organization of Iran and other parts will be
paid by the supportiveinstitutions, in order for al people
to use the benefits of accident building insurance.
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Construction Industry News

No dispute between mass constructorsand
Construction Engineering Disciplinary Organization
Mehr News Agency:
Stating that there is no dispute between Mass
Constructors and Construction Engineering Disciplinary
Organization, the Chairman of the National Association
of Mass constructors said only 2 thousand out of 2 million
housing units are being built systematically.
It is an honor for the mass constructors to build 2 million
reputable unitsin past two years. We should consider that
it isimpossible to build such number of units viatradition-
al methods, so we are to put them aside, Mr. Rahbar in the
Third Industrializing construction Exhibition pointed out.
the construction quality, high-speed operation and
engineering supervision in industrial method isin no way
comparable to traditional methods, said rahbar and added
that Turkey was not comparable to Iran in the
construction industry 20 years ago, but in the last 20
yearsit has succeeded to expand industrializing of
construction dramatically and now it is one of the leading
country in thisindustry.
Thetrend in recent years, especialy in the last two years,
has caused the spread of industriaization substantially in
the country, the Chairman of the National Association of
Mass constructors said.

Test resultsof entering engineering profession to be
announced next two months

Mehr News Agency:

The results of the test to enter engineering, technician’s
and experiential architects' profession which was attended
by over 82 thousand volunteers will be announced in
the next 2 months, Deputy Minister of Road and Urban
Development said.

The test to enter engineering, technician’s and experien-
tial architects' profession was held during the 24th and
25th of November and was attended by 82 thousand and
517 volunteers simultaneously across the country, Mr.
Some’loo said about the test.

Pointing to the fact that the test was administered by
Sazman-e Sanjesh vaamoozesh for the time thisyear,
Road and Urban Development Deputy Minister said that
although during the past years when the test was held by
Construction Engineering Disciplinary Organization no
reports on the violation did occur, this year it was decided
to contract with Sazman-e Sanjesh va amoozesh to hold
the test.

Thetest isto be held twice ayear, according to the Minis-
ter’sorder. The test which was held is considered to be the
test for the first half of the year which was delayed due to
the ministries integration. The test for the second half will
hopefully be held in the last month of Persian calendar.

Head of Construction Engineering Disciplinary
Organization of Tehran said:

Law enforcement and supervision of construction

of Tehran city from 6th of December

FarsNews Agency:

Pointing to problems of Tehran City Council with regard
to supervising construction, Head of Construction Engi-
neering Disciplinary Organization said that the problem
isto be obviated legally and the and close monitoring and
strict enforcement of the relevant Law will be started from
6th December.

Article 33 of the Engineering and Building Control Act
says that the measures which are to be taken on the field
of engineering and construction including design, control
and supervision should pass through the Construction En-
gineering Disciplinary Organization, Saeed Afrani added.
Answering the question that if Article 33 of the Construc-
tion Engineering Disciplinary Organization and building
control Act is not applicable yet, Saced Afrani said that
the City Council was creating some hinders for imple-
menting the Article which are obviated and from 6th
December will be completely reinforced. To thisend, a
lot of meetings have been held and we hope there is no
further problem in this regard.

Engineering and Building Control Act was ratified in
1374 (1995) and its implementing regul ations adopted in
1375 (1996) , but after 9 years, the implementing regula-
tions of the Article was approved by the Cabinet in 1383.

The effects of removing discounts on Building per mits
on house prices

Mehr News Agency:

Removing 20% discounts on Building permitsin the case
of cash payment has led to a 10 to 15% increase in cost of
housing.

Although the government has tried to control the house
price through implementation of various policies such as
granting facilities, Mehr housing project, some actions
taken by some entities have alarge impact on the prices.
Up to the last year a 20% discount was available on
housing construction permit. This played a significant



